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F
amily barbecues can be 
an awkward experience. 
The random cousins 
who may as well be 
from Siberia, a couple 

creepy uncles grilling dogs, debating 
propane tanks or sport stats and 
using the phrase “back in the day” 
every five minutes — it’s not always 
pretty.  Thankfully, you can adopt a 
new set of relatives with the Dirtybird 
crew and their big daddy Claude 
VonStroke’s vision for an upgraded 
family gathering. 

The Dirtybird BBQ. A place where “all 
weirdos are welcome,” VonStroke 
tells DJ Mag. Making stops in 
Washington D.C., San Francisco and 
the fan vote-winning Las Vegas, this 
summer tradition of listening to the 
label’s many top artists is far more 
pleasurable than listening to your 
drunk aunties drone on. 

“The BBQ started in 2003. We would 
just go and set up a free sound system 
in Golden Gate Park in San Francisco 
and it’s been going ever since,” 
VonStroke regales.  “We used to just 
bring food and grill it for everyone, 
but there’s a few too many people for 
that now, so we get a real barbecue 
catering company now. It’s usually 
a course set of Dirtybird artists that 

DJ all day and it’s a day party that 
kind of goes into night, a single stage 
and there’s usually lots of fun things 
going on like carnival games. It’s kind 
of like a state fair.”

The Las Vegas stop in May at the 
Downtown Events Center saw the 
barren venue transformed into a 
backyard playground on steroids. 
Upon entering, an elevated VIP 
platform was to the right with the 
largest aboveground pool DJ Mag’s 

ever seen, running almost the entire 
length of the venue complete with 
a Lifebird On Duty custom sign. 
Real sand at its base formed a mini 
beach-like area that spilled over 
on to AstroTurf that covered the 
span of the venue up to the stage, 
a welcome heat deterrent from the 
concrete underneath. In the back, 
the barbecue was fired up along with 
an array of food trucks. Lining the 
sides of the massive dancefloor were 
wooden tables complete with their 

own kiddie pools for cooling off. 
Misting water features also helped the 
crowd in the desert stay chill—and 
don’t forget the inflatable water 
slide. Plus, to really drive it home, all 
available surfaces were covered in the 
traditional red and white checkered 
table cloth pattern to give it that 
all-American backyard barbecue feel. 
“When we go to these venues for 
the BBQ, we kind of outfit it for our 
taste,” says VonStroke. “It’ll be more 
like our style.”

On the docket besides VonStroke were 
Justin Martin, Eats Everything, Shiba 
San, Ciszak and Dateless to round out 
the family vibes. “Everybody knows 
each other from the beginning and 
even the new artists become friendly 
with us and it’s very much a family 
vibe,” says VonStroke. “We really 
pride ourselves on just being friends 
with the fans and we go out and hang 
out with everyone and participate. 
It’s not really like a ‘Hey, we’re better 
than you’ situation, it’s like, ‘We’re 
just the same as you, we just play for 
you.’”

Dirtybird is no stranger to Las Vegas, 
but in a much different setting. 
They’ve done a series of sunset pool 
parties over at Daylight to wide 
reception. “I did a whole series of 

Dirtybird, is not just a label anymore, but 
rather Claude VonStroke and his gaggle 
of talented dirtybirds have turned the 
name into an empire. DJ Mag catches 

up with the host of the birdhouse in Las 
Vegas where he makes it clear they are 
still expanding; all weirdos and music-

loving birdbrains are welcome.
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