
M 
oby is on a feral mission. In fact, he 
has been for more than 30 years. Now, 
the globally renowned DJ/musician/
composer/activist’s message has taken 
center stage thanks to the first-ever Circle 

V music festival in Los Angeles at the Fonda Theatre. 
It’s here that the longtime spokesman for animal rights 
called upon his friends in that community to come 
together to raise awareness for the vegan lifestyle. 

“I’ve been a vegan now for 29 years and I’ve been an 
animal rights activist for even longer than that,” Moby 
tell DJ Mag USA a week prior to the festival. “Honestly, 
at this point in my life, animal rights activism — that’s 
sort of my life’s work. I love making music, I love writing 
books, but personally there’s nothing more important 
to me than working on the cause of animal rights.”

Approached about 10 months ago by friend and fellow 
musician, Tony Kanal, from the band No Doubt, along 
with Nathan Runkle who runs Mercy For Animals, they 
pondered why there wasn’t an animal rights festival in 
the United States. “We couldn’t think of a good reason 
there shouldn’t be one, so we went to Goldenvoice 
and — much to our surprise — Goldenvoice very 
enthusiastically agreed to help us get it started and 
promote it,” he reveals.

The concept behind Circle V is threefold. First, they 
wanted to raise money for Mercy For Animals, an 
international non-profit organization with the goal of 
preventing animal cruelty to farm animals, as well as 
promoting alternative food choices and policies. Goal 
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Moby discusses his lifework in music and animal rights, 

explaining how both are now taking center stage with the first 
incantation of Circle V festival…
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