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ON THE FLOORDREAMSTATE FESTIVAL, SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA

More Than Just A Dream
As the Dreamstate brand grows, the #TranceFamily 
strengthens with it…  

G 
oodbye, EDM. 
Welcome back, 
trance. As if we 
weren’t impressed 

by the inaugural Dreamstate in 
2015 wooing members of the 
#TranceFamily from around the 
world, Insomniac upped the ante for 
its second SoCal incarnation in San 
Bernardino. Expanding from one 
stage to four on November 25 and 
26, each space reflected a different 
element of the varying genres found 
under the trance umbrella. Speaking 
of umbrellas, even the rain on night 
two couldn’t dampen spirits. 

While the only stage in 2015 was 
housed in the NOS Events Center’s 
Damus building, 2016 saw the 
construction of the outdoor Dream 
stage. This massive 260-foot long 
megastructure was adorned with 
nearly 1,000 video tiles, 20 lasers 
and more than 800 LED fixtures that 
lured ravers like moths to a flame. 
Though the crowd at the main stage 
often expanded beyond the back 
of the structure, it was the Damus 
building, dubbed The Sequence 
stage, that had the most persistent 
swarm of people clamoring to get 
in. This was due to the line-up 
focusing on a psy trance format and 
the growing number of fans drawn 
to the subgenre. Often at capacity, 

those that managed to get in for 
sets from artists such as Infected 
Mushroom and Astrix were among 
the lucky ones. 

Not to say that The Sequence stage 
was the only one going off, it was 
just the only one we couldn’t get 
into every time we tried. The crowd 
packed in early at The Dream and 
The Vision stages as well, but each 
had more room to start with. The 
Timeless stage was mostly off our 
grid for the weekend as there were 
so many great artists to hear that 
happened to be playing at the same 
time. 

The biggest names in trance took 
control of The Dream stage for both 
nights, highlighting superstars such 
as Gareth Emery, Cosmic Gate, Aly 
& Fila and Kyau & Albert. However, 
some artists still played it safe 
and went the more commercial 
route with their sets, such as ATB 
cranking out the usual hits for a 
one-dimensional hour that left us 
wandering elsewhere for something 
that had more energy and creativity. 
We went seeking and found Will 
Atkinson, who was playing at the 
same time on The Vision stage, 
which became a trusty home base 
for most of the festival. 
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