
someone and going into a b2b set blind 
— or deaf in this instance — can go either 
way. It’s either crap or amazing. There’s 
never really a middle ground where you’re 
thinking, ‘That was ok.’ But this one is a 
no-brainer for me. We read from the same 
hymn book.”

Do you have a surefire anthem in your 
crate that’s going to go off?
CLAUDE VONSTROKE: “I’m hoping that 
my new CVS record ‘The Rain Break’ will be 
getting played down there. It should be 
on promo by then. I know I’ll be playing it, 
plus some Get Real stuff too!”
JUSTIN MARTIN: “Definitely ‘Mind Yo 
Bizness’ by Get Real. Such a fun and catchy 
tune. I have been playing it in every set 
and it is so fun and unique.”

DAMIAN LAZARUS: “Well, there is one 
particularly special record that will be 
premiered this year and it comes from 
Felix da Housecat and Jamie Principle. I 
guarantee this one will be a huge smash 
this summer, so I asked both the guys if 
they would perform it live for the premier 
play at Get Lost. Can’t wait!” 

FELIX DA HOUSECAT: “There are loads of 
great stuff out there, not really a fave at 
the moment, but I’ve mostly been rocking 
the jackin’, booty shakin’ Chicago stuff 
with a bit of disco, house, techno — just 
good music in general.”

DUSKY: “E-Dancer, ‘The Move (D-Wynn 
Mix)’.”
JACKMASTER: “Cratebug’s ‘Acid Train’. I 
dunno why this tune isn’t bigger. It’s a 
beast.”

What’s been the best party you’ve ever 
been to during WMC in the past?
CLAUDE VONSTROKE: “My fondest 
memory is Matthew Dear at a tiny club on 
the strip in like 2002.”
JUSTIN MARTIN: “WMC in 2006 and 
Matthew Dear performed live at a tiny 
little club called Jazid. I was there with 
the OG Dirtybird gang and we all lost our 
minds!”

DAMIAN LAZARUS: “Obviously Get Lost 
has been my baby for 12 years now, but 
thinking outside of that I’d have to say 
back in 1997 Danny Tenaglia’s GrooveJet 

was one of the greatest parties I 
remember. Everyone from every corner of 
dance music was there. I remember Goldie 
dancing on top of the bar, Danny pulling 
his horn and everyone shouting ‘Trucker’ 
at him. It was magical.”
FELIX DA HOUSECAT: “Since going to WMC 
since ‘96, I don’t party like I use to. It’s 
mostly me hanging out with my comrades 
over the years. But if I was to name a 
few that I was really impressed with was 
when Damian invited me as Aphrohead 
to play Get Lost. The energy and vibe was 
so spiritual, organic, beautiful where 
everyone is one or equal.”

DUSKY: “Some memorable ones for us 
were definitely the Hotflush party at Trade 
a few years ago and our first-ever Dusky 
Presents at Treehouse last year. That was 
a lot of fun!”
JACKMASTER: “Paradise last year was the 
vibeeee. Me and Jamie [Jones] played a 
b2b till daft o’ clock in the morning and 
I really enjoyed it. Ben UFO’s set at Last 
Resort 2015 was my favorite I’ve seen 
in Miami. Phrases like ‘joining the dots’ 
always seem to be used when talking 
about Ben, but the way he managed to 
mix obscure African house with leftfield, 
Bristolian stuff in the context of Miami 
was quite impressive.”

In the past with less technology in the 
world, WMC was a great place to get 
the newest, coolest unreleased tracks 
handed off to you in person, plus a lot 

of industry gatherings and deals were 
being made. Looking at 2016, what 
do you see as the primary goal or draw 
of Winter Music Conference, or as it’s 
referred to now, Miami Music Week?
CLAUDE VONSTROKE: “I think it’s just a 
week of parties now, but so many artists 
are there, the choices for music are a lot 
better than your typical weekend. I also 
really like seeing everyone from all across 
the world.”
JUSTIN MARTIN: “Well, I still see it as a 
gathering place for aspiring producers 
and it’s a chance for labels to show off 
their talented rosters and network. It’s 
just fun seeing people I only get to see 
once or twice a year as well all in one place 
together.”

DAMIAN LAZARUS: “I think it’s now 
mainly focused on premiering new 
music and new artists — and of course 
socializing with the amazing people in our 
scene. Certainly at Get Lost there are no 
barriers between party heads and artists; 
everyone parties together. This creates 
a unique opportunity and the vibe is 
legendary.”
FELIX DA HOUSECAT: “Great question! 
WMC? Miami Music Week? I’m old school 
so I will have to say WMC. Times have 
changed so much since then, but I was 
happy to see last year when I was there 
the best parties I was checking out was 
the bars and clubs with 200 or 300 people, 
rocking straight up house music. I would 
walk down the street randomly and if I 

Damian Lazarus

djmag.com 039

DJMAGUS40.miami_B2B.CR.indd   39 23/02/2016   11:55


